Welcome to

a Service of the Word
Third Sunday before Lent
16 February 2025

The Greeting

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you,

and also with you.

All creatures of our God and King

Prayer of preparation

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



God our Father,

we come to you in sorrow for our sins.

For turning away from you,

and ignoring your will for our lives;
Father, forgive us:

save us and help us.

For behaving just as we wish,
without thinking of you;
Father, forgive us:

save us and help us.

For failing you by what we do,
and think and say;

Father, forgive us:

save us and help us.

Invitation to confession

Confession

For letting ourselves be drawn away from you

by temptations in the world about us;
Father, forgive us:
save us and help us.

For living as if we were ashamed
to belong to your Son;

Father, forgive us:

save us and help us.



Absolution

May the God of love and power

forgive you and free you from your sins,

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Readings

Psalm 1

At the end:

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now,
and shall be for ever. Amen.

OR 1 Corinthians 15.12-20

At the end:
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

As the deer

Gospel Reading

Luke 6.17-26

At the end:

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%201&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2015.12%E2%80%9320&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%206.17%E2%80%9326&version=NRSVA

Sermon

How deep the Father’s love for us

Profession of faith

Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us

with power from on high.

We believe in one God;

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

These responses may be used:
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

Merciful Father,

accept our prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Amen.



As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

The Collect is said, and the people respond:
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Collect

All heaven declares &

Led like a lamb

Notices



The Blessing

The peace of God,

which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds

in the knowledge and love of God,

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

To God be the glory

The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ.
Amen.

Exit Music
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