
Welcome to  

a service of Holy 

Communion 

in Lent 

(Not used on Mothering Sunday or Palm Sunday) 

The Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you, 

and also with you. 

Hymn 

Prayer of preparation 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Invitation to confession 

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 

Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 

and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 

Confession 

Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness 

and cleanse me from my sin: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Make me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Cast me not away from your presence 

and take not your holy spirit from me: 

cf Psalm 51 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For letting ourselves be drawn away from you 

by temptations in the world about us; 

Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us. 

 



Absolution 

May the God of love and power 

forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The Collect 

The Collect is said, and the people respond: 

Amen. 

Readings 

 Old Testament New Testament 

Sunday 9th March Deuteronomy 26.1–

11 

 

Romans 10.8b –13 

Sunday 16th March Genesis 15.1–12, 17–

18 

 

Philippians 3.17—4.1 

Sunday 23rd March Isaiah 55.1–9 1 Corinthians 10.1–

13 

 

Sunday 6th April Isaiah 43.16–21 

 

Philippians 3.4b –14 

 

 

At the end: 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
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Hymn 

Gospel Reading 

At the start: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to [N] 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Sunday 9th March Luke 4.1–13 

 

Sunday 16th March Luke 13.31–end 

 

Sunday 23rd March Luke 13.1–9 

 

Sunday 6th April John 12.1–8 

 

 

 

At the end:  

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you O Christ 

Sermon 

Hymn 

  

https://tinyurl.com/798wdn4n
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2013.31%E2%80%9335&version=NRSVA
https://tinyurl.com/2sazxj9v
https://tinyurl.com/bdhxw5yu


Profession of faith 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

These responses may be used: 

 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 



The Peace 

Since we are justified by faith, 

we have peace with God  

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has given us access to his grace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Hymn 

Preparation of the Table 

God of wisdom, 

may the light of your eternal Word, 

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

lead us in holiness and guide us to glory; 

we ask this in his name. 

Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer B 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 



It is indeed right and good 

to give you thanks and praise, 

almighty God and everlasting Father, 

through Jesus Christ your Son. 

 

For in these forty days 

you lead us into the desert of repentance 

that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 

we may grow in grace 

and learn to be your people once again. 

 

Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 

you bring us back to your generous heart. 

 

Through study of your holy word 

you open our eyes to your presence in the world 

and free our hands to welcome others 

into the radiant splendour of your love. 

 

As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 

with joyful hearts and minds 

we bless you for your mercy 

and join with saints and angels 

for ever praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, 

these gifts of bread and wine 



may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

 

Christ is the bread of life: 

When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 

until you come in glory. 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

 



Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 



Breaking of the Bread 

Every time we eat this bread 

and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 

 

Agnus Dei 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

Giving of Communion 

Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink 

in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith with thanksgiving. 



During administration 

Prayer After Communion 

The President prays after communion, and the people respond: 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your 

Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living 

sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory.  

Amen. 

Notices 

The Blessing 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 

to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 



Hymn 

 

The Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  

Amen. 

Exit Music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Worship: Prayers and Services for the Church of England, material from 

which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishop’s Council 

 


